Appl. No.: 10/035,363 

Filed: Dec. 28, 2001 

Reply to Office Action of Jan. 10, 2008 

REMARKS 

Applicants wish to thank the Examiner for reviewing of the present application and the 
non-final Office Action of January 10, 2008. For the purpose of expediting allowance of this 
application, Applicants have amended the claims according to the Allowable Subject Matter 
section of the Office Action. 

Claims 1-25 were pending. Claims 1, 3, 8-9, 11, 16-17, 19, and 24 have been amended. 
Claims 2, 10, 18, and 25 have been cancelled. Claims 1, 3-9, 11-17, and 19-24 are pending 
examination and allowance. 

The Office Action states at paragraph 2, Allowable Subject Matter, that claims 2-5, 8, 10- 
13, 16, 18-21, and 24 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 

In light of paragraph 2 of the Office Action, the following claim amendments have been 

made: 

Independent claim 1 has been amended to include the limitations of dependent claim 2; 
claim 2 has been cancelled; and dependent claim 3, which depended from claim 2, has been 
amended to depend from claim 1 ; 

Claim 8, which depended from claim 1, has been rewritten as an independent claim, and 
now includes the limitations of previously presented claim 1 ; 

Independent claim 9 has been amended to include the limitations of dependent claim 10; 
claim 10 has been cancelled; and dependent claim 11, which depended from claim 10, has been 
amended to depend from claim 9; 

Claim 16, which depended from claim 9, has been rewritten as an independent claim, and 
now includes the limitations of previously presented claim 9; 

Independent claim 17 has been amended to include the limitations of dependent claim 18; 
claim 18 has been cancelled; and dependent claim 19, which depended from claim 18, has been 
amended to depend from claim 17; 

Claim 24, which depended from claim 17, has been rewritten as an independent claim, 
and now includes the limitations of previously presented claim 17; 

Claim 25 has been cancelled. 
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No new matter has been introduced by these amendments to the claims. 

Claims 4-5, 12-13, 20-21 now depend from allowable independent claims 1, 9, and 17 
and are thus allowable, as well. The rejections of claims 6-7, 14-15, and 22-23 are moot. Claim 
6 and 7, which each depend from independent claim 1, claims 14 and 15, which each depend 
from independent claim 9, and claims 22 and 23, which each depend from independent claim 17, 
are allowable at least for the reasons that independent claims 1, 9, and 17 are allowable. 

Conclusion 

Applicants believe that all rejections and objections have been overcome by these 
amendments and that the application is now in condition for allowance. Reconsideration of the 
claims and issuance of a notice of allowance are respectfully requested. If any matter arises 
which may expedite issuance of a notice of allowance, the Examiner is requested to call the 
undersigned, at the telephone number given below. 

Applicants believe that the no extension fees are required for timely consideration of this 
amendment. If any additional fees are required for the timely consideration of this application, 
please charge deposit account number 19-4972. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Date: April 10, 2008 /David J. Zwick, #41,393/ 

David J. Zwick 
Registration No. 41,393 
Attorney for Applicants 



BROMBERG & SUNSTEIN LLP 

125 Summer Street 

Boston MA 02110-1618 

Tel: 617 443 9292 Fax: 617 443 0004 
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